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Hall of Fame
Doug Landau finished up his

service as the Chairman of the
Association of Trial Lawyers of
America (ATLA) Social Security
Disability Law Section. “It was
rewarding to be able to work with
some of the best disability lawyers in
the country and present programs that
would help our members help those
who cannot work in any job in the
national economy.” ATLA has some
73,000 members, and Landau has
been an active member for over 
25 years. 

In addition to teaching at
continuing legal education programs nationally, and throughout the Commonwealth, he served
as both the Chairman of the section and the Newsletter Editor, which required significant time
and effort. Under his leadership, the section won the competition among all the ATLA sections
for the greatest percentage growth in 2005-2006. Landau was also a moderator for the educa-
tional program at the national convention in Seattle, Washington. 

In order to coax other lawyers to contribute their legal briefs, memoranda, and case reports
to the Social Security Law newsletter, Landau instituted a novel program, at his own expense.
“You give us your briefs, we’ll give you ours” was launched at the annual ATLA meeting, and
specially made boxer briefs were distributed to those who had contributed papers, forms, and

Construction injury leads to Òsuicide by policeÓ
Family to receive compensation after Landau Law Shop wins case

In a case of first impression, the Virginia Workers’ Compensation Commission ruled in favor of 
Mr. Landau’s clients—the children, widow, and parents of a worker who committed “police-assisted
suicide.”  

“Police-assisted suicide” means that someone is so despondent that they commit suicide by
causing the police to kill them. After his benefits were terminated by the insurance company, our
client went into depression, and, after his doctors and medications were changed by the insurer, he
could not deal with the pain caused by the bone fragments pressing on his spinal cord. 

Mr. Elliott broke his back on the job in 2001 when he fell 26 feet from a roof. Prior to the
accident, Elliott was an incredibly fit man who could bench-press over 400 pounds, throw a calf,
and help out at his landlord’s farm. A construction carpenter, he fractured his thoracic vertebrae 
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Recent happenings
Doug Landau completed his service to his high school alma mater. After serving two terms on the Hotchkiss School

Board of Alumni Governors, Landau received recognition for his years of service at this summer’s board meeting in
Lakeville, Connecticut. The school, with its unique facilities, rigorous academic standards, and six-day week, attracts top
students from all over the world. Working with the Special Projects Committee required attendance at meetings in New
York, Connecticut, and Georgia, as Landau was put in charge of the new programming for the southeastern United States.
This travel also enabled him to visit with Abrams Landau, Ltd. clients, counsel, and witnesses throughout the East Coast!
And, ever the efficient traveler, Doug was able to visit with his son, who graduated from the school this year.

other useful documents to the Social Security Section. Landau put a new
twist to “giving the shirt off his back” in order to promote contributions 
to this national document bank that would benefit disabled workers and
their families. 

In the past few months, Mr. Landau has appeared on the front pages of
Virginia Lawyers Weekly, the Fredericksburg Free Lance Star, and the
Lakeville Journal. He was also listed in the Washington, D.C. area’s
BEST LAWYERS in the October 1, 2006, issue of the Washington Post
Magazine. In addition to this latest recognition, Abrams Landau, Ltd., 
has been an AV-rated firm since the 1980s. An AV rating by Martindale-
Hubbell means that an attorney’s peers recognize his legal skills (the 
“A” rating) as well as his ethics (the highest rating is a “V”). While 
Mr. Landau has been asked to rate hundreds of Virginia lawyers by
Martindale-Hubbell, Mr. Landau will only rate those attorneys whom he

has seen “in action” in court or whose work product he is personally familiar with for this well-known and highly regarded
lawyer directories publisher. Martindale-Hubbell was acquired by Lexis-Nexis, which also acquired Mathew Bender, the
publisher of Premises Liability. Mr. Landau and his father, Norman Landau, are contributing authors of the three-volume set
Premises Liability, which helps lawyers who try cases for people who are injured by unsafe buildings, criminal behavior, and
toxic chemicals. But by far the greatest honor was bestowed at the ATLA Annual Convention in Toronto, Canada.  

Norman Landau was inducted into the ATLA Hall of Fame. There are only a dozen members, and there had not been an
inductee in several years. The president of ATLA presented the plaque to the Landau family on behalf of Mr. Landau’s late
father. The award reads:

Hall of Fame

ASSOCIATION OF TRIAL LAWYERS 
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(a bone in his midback), which necessitated surgery, the results of which left him in
constant pain. Mr. Elliott’s pain and inability to work led to depression. This in turn
led to his high-profile “suicide by police” in December of 2004. In 2006, the family of
injured construction worker Doug Elliott and all of us here at Abrams Landau, Ltd.,
received word that they had won their case. The judge ruled that his “police-assisted
suicide” was a result of his on-the-job injuries.

In 2002, Mr. and Mrs. Elliott had sought the help of Douglas Landau of Abrams
Landau, Ltd., to file a claim with the Virginia Workers’ Compensation Commission
(VWCC). The Herndon trial lawyer was able to get Mr. Elliott under the protection of
an “Award” (a court order), which included “medical benefits for as long as neces-
sary.” This meant that the insurance company was supposed to be responsible for
medical care that was reasonable, causally related to Elliott’s on-the-job injury, and by
written referral. Yet despite this ruling by the VWCC, the insurance company took
steps to end his medical care, medication, and weekly compensation benefits. All 
Mr. Elliott wanted was to get back to work, support his family, and get his life back.

“I remember the phone call coming into the office that Mr. Elliott had pulled out an
ice pick and started
stabbing himself in the
chest. The police were
called; when the lone
officer appeared and
identified himself, Doug
Elliott charged the
officer, shouting that he
should “go ahead and
shoot,” Landau recalled.
The case has now been
submitted to the VWCC
for settlement, with
terms that provide some
compensation for his
widow and structured
settlements for the three
children.

Landau has tried a number of fatality claims. He represents families of 9/11 victims as well as other American workers killed at
work. Regularly appearing before the Virginia Workers’ Compensation Commission, the Federal Social Security Administration,
and the Circuit Courts, he finds great satisfaction in helping those who have been injured or disabled, or who have contracted an
occupational disease.

“Every case involves the story of a real person who needs our help,” said Landau. “Every person, every family who contacts
me has a sad or terrible chapter in their life that needs my help; I try to put a happier ending to the story.” We try to help the
families of working people when they have no one else to turn to in their time of need. “It is gratifying to be able to help someone
like Mrs. Elliott and her children,” Landau added.  

Unlike the offices of the fancy firms he often tries cases against, Landau’s “Law Shop” is located in an easily accessible,
friendly, 100-year-old Victorian house. There are rocking chairs and a porch swing out front, so clients can sit outside
comfortably, and the kitchen is a real kitchen. Located in the Historic Downtown District of Herndon, the Law Shop is minutes
from Dulles Airport, the Greenway, and the Fairfax County Parkway in order to be easily accessible for his clients, who come
from all over Virginia, the United States, and the world.

“When someone’s world has been turned upside down, they don’t need marble and fancy airs—they need to feel comfortable,
like they are at home, with their legal counsel. We strive to be friendly, not fancy,” said Landau.

Construction injury leads to Òsuicide by policeÓ
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Mediation
success in
Herndon

Once again, former Chief Judge 
of the Fairfax Circuit Court, the
Honorable Bruce Bach, came to
Herndon and successfully helped
mediate one of Mr. Landau’s federal
cases. A Rhode Island cross-country
truck driver came to Abrams Landau,
Ltd., after he fell in a hole in the
parking lot of a big-box retailer while
making a delivery from his 18-wheeler.  

The workers’ compensation lien
(IOU) was cut by half, and the settle-
ment included tax-free monthly
payments to our client for the next 
15 years.
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While athletic achievements pale in comparison to Norman Landau’s
induction into the American Trial Lawyers HALL OF FAME, Doug Landau
has received local, national, and international sports recognition. 

In international competition, Doug Landau was a member of the United
States Maccabiah team. The United States sent a team bigger than its Olympic
team to these quadrennial games in Israel. Marching into the stadium with
several thousand athletes from all over the world, with U.S. Olympic gold-
medal winners Mark Spitz and Lenny Krazelburg, Landau recounted, 
“It was one of the proudest moments of my life.” Representing the United
States of America as a member of the Masters Triathlon team, Doug Landau
competed in the Olympic distance triathlon in Ashkelon, Israel. Swimming in
the Mediterranean Sea, biking at speeds of over 30 mph through the city
streets, and running on the hot sands, he ran down those in his age category and
won a gold medal! Landau
was the only American
triathlon gold medalist at the
Maccabiah Games. With the
other U.S. triathlon medalists,
he competed only four days
later in the half-marathon in
the industrial city of Ashdod.
The “heat load” was extreme,
with several American runners
dropping out of the race, yet
Landau was able to finish his
first race of this distance and
help the United States to a
silver medal in the team
competition. 

Abrams Landau, Ltd., trial lawyer 
is triathlon gold-medal winner
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